Level: Grade 6
Pedagogical Intent: The activity is aimed at providing information on Inuit
culture and traditions.

Task Description:

Students will be asked to brainstorm in small groups on the term Inuit. The class will
then share on the outcome of the brainstorming exercise. They will watch a short
video on Nunavik entitled The Northern Lights Hunter, presented by Gilles Boutin,
in order to learn more about life in Nunavik. The teacher will read the short legend
of “The Young Arsaniq”. Finally, they will create an artistic representation of northern
lights, take a picture of their artwork and send it to the northern lights hunter

Cultural References: Nunavik, northern lights

Teaching Strategies:
Collaborative learning
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITY PLANNING

Level: Grade 6

Lesson planning

THE INUIT PEOPLE
Time: 15 minutes
Material:
- White sheets of paper
- Pencils
- Interactive board
Conduct
Divide the class in groups of four and ask them to write the word INUIT at the centre of the sheet of
paper.
Allow them five minutes to think about everything they know about Inuit people. (Remind them of the
rules of brainstorming. All answers are accepted.)
Facilitate a discussion on what each team has written down and why.
Show the Nunavik and Nunavut territories (land where Inuit people live) on a map of Canada. (Slide 2,
3 and 4)
View the video (approximately 4 minutes) by Gilles Boutin who made several trips to Nunavik, in order
to learn more on the subject (slide 5).

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY PLANNING

Level: Grade 6

Achievement of learning outcomes
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS HUNTER
Time: 35 minutes
Material:
- Legend of “The Young Arsaniq”
- Dry pastel crayons
- White cardboard (22x18)
- Brown paper
- Interactive board
Conduct
Facilitate a brief discussion on Gilles Boutin’s video. Ask questions if needed:
- What type of food do the Inuit eat?
- What does their clothing look like?
- What are their main sources of recreational activities in the High Arctic?
- What animals live in the Arctic region?
- What transportation means do the Inuit use?
Explain that Gilles Boutin is a police officer, but that he is also a northern lights hunter! In your opinion,
what is a northern lights hunter?
Show them several pictures on the website www.banditdenuit.com
(Slide 6)
Then read the legend of “The Young Arsaniq” (slides 7, 8 and 9)
Tell students that they will have to draw their own northern lights. They will take a picture of their drawing
and send them to the northern lights hunter. Show the model and explain that they will first experiment
with dry pastel crayons.
Hand out small cards for them to practice the technique of spreading colours. Once the tests are
deemed satisfactory, they can start drawing their northern lights.
Explain the different steps to follow:
1. Draw ice packs using a lead pencil.
2. Spread the pastel colours in the sky in the following order: green, pink, mauve, yellow, blue, red, pink,
green.
3. Take the time to carefully spread the colours with a brown paper.
4. Apply white pastel on the ice packs and draw small snowflakes over the northern lights.
5. Outline the ice packs with a black pastel.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY PLANNING

Level: Grade 6

Reflective sharing and integration of learning
Time: 15 minutes
Material:
- Drawings
- Camera

Conduct
Post the drawings on a wall and take a picture; also take a picture of the group. Email the pictures to
Gilles Boutin, the northern lights hunter at: bandit177@videotron.ca
Ask the following questions:
- Can you tell me what northern lights mean for the Inuit people?
- Would you like to live in Nunavik? Why?
- Are you satisfied with your drawings?
- What did you like the most?

