POW-WOWS! /

Pow-wows, traditional events
Level: Secondary 3
Pedagogical Intent: The activity is aimed at bringing students to immerse

themselves in Aboriginal culture through the Pow-wow and the writing of an article on the topic.

Task description:

Cultural References: Pow-wow, Pikogan community, Aboriginal pride

Teaching Strategies:
Collaborative Learning

Short version of Learning Activity
Students write a short article (80 words)
Long version of Learning Activity
Students write a longer article and the teacher compiles all of the articles. The
students are given time
to read and present the compilation of articles . (130 words)

3
secondary

The teacher starts by asking the students about identity-related cultural events in
Canada (Fête nationale du Québec, Canada Day, Chinese New Year, St. Patrick’s
Day) and introduces the Pow-wow, the First Nations’own celebration day. The students
view “Le Pow-wow, la fierté identitaire autochtone” directed by Stephane Mapachee,
a dancer from the community of Pikogan located near the city of Amos. Finally, the
students will talk about the video and will be asked to become budding journalists and
write a short article about the Pow-wow.

Activity Evaluation sheet
School : _________________________________________________________________________
Title of activity : ____________________________________________________
Number of students: ___________________________________________________________
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Please give your appreciation using the following scale:
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Clarity of explanations
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Activity content
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Prescribed time vs. actual time
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Ease of use
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Students’ appreciation (in your opinion)
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Level of interest to redo this activity in the future
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Relevancy of activity in relation to the pedagogical
intent

What went well:
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Problem(s) met, if any:
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Suggestions or recommendations to improve the activity:
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Suggestions or recommendations to improve the Gabriel-Commanda Educational Kit:_____________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your participation in this project!

To print: USB key / Evaluation sheet

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY PLANNING

Level: Secondary 3
Lesson planning

POW-WOWS

Time: 15 minutes
Material:
- Interactive board
Conduct
Can you name some culture-specific festivities in Canada?
What is highlighted during these celebrations? Why are they celebrated?
Introduce the notion that Pow-wows, besides celebrating culture, also foster artistic expression,
networking, self-affirmation and are even carriers of healing elements. Dance, traditional songs and
music are central to these colourful traditional multi-generation events. Pow-wows are events celebrating
Aboriginal identity that are held throughout Canada and the United States. They are a time of sharing
and gathering for First Nations people. For those taking part in dance and drumming competitions, they
also represent opportunities to exhibit their talents in a daring manner. The most talented are often
invited to perform in different pow-wows across North America.
To learn more about these celebrations, invite your students to view the video “Le Pow-wow, la fierté
identitaire autochtone” directed by Stephane Mapachee, a fancy feather dancer from Pikogan: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVI3rWzHUU4
Ask them to note down key words.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY PLANNING

Level: Secondary 3

Achievement of learning outcomes

POW-WOWS
Time: 2 periods
Material:
- Computer
- Pencil
- Paper
Conduct

1. After looking at the video, review its content and talk more in depth about the Pow-wow.
What are the selected key words? (ex: culture, networking, nation, colour, fancy feather, regalia,
competition, ancestry, etc.)
What is the purpose of a Pow-wow?
What are the dancers’ costumes called?
What feelings are communicated through certain elements of the choreography and regalia?
According to you, what are the messages conveyed by the dances and songs?
What do you observe in particular?
Pow-wows are part of thousands of events taking place in North America, many of them in Quebec.
Held from May to October, the scope of the events varies from one community to another. Powwows can last one day with only a handful of dancers and drummers; others go on for up to three
days, gathering hundreds of dancers, many groups of drummers and thousands of spectators.
Aboriginal identity and culture are at the heart of the Pow-wow. A place of sharing between members
of various First Nations, the Pow-wow promotes intergenerational exchanges, sharing of traditions
and social cohesion. The Pow-wow is a tool of cultural revitalization and a space for the assertion
of political rights and Aboriginal identity. It combines traditional aboriginal practices shared by many
First Nations while breathing new life into long lost practices. (Information taken from following
website:
http://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/Pow-wow/)
2. Tell the students that they will become journalists for a fictional newspaper. The newspaper is
publishing a special section about Pow-wows. The students are invited to participate because of
their expertise on the topic. Working in pairs, their assignment consists of writing a short article
about Pow-wows.
3. Distribute the handout “Writing a newspaper article”, one for each team. Conduct a brainstorming
session to find the sub-topics to be addressed in the article. The sub-topics will need to be approved
by the newspaper director (teacher).
4. Once the list is completed, invite the students to choose the sub-topics.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY PLANNING

Level: Secondary 3

5. Hand out the “Newspaper Article Writing Guide”. Explain that the “lead” is the
opening of the article. It should hook the reader by answering the 5 Ws: who, what,
when, where, why and sometimes how. Tell them about the inverted pyramid. It is
important that they write the article with the most important information first and the
least important last. Show them a sample article about the National Aboriginal Day
(see the appendix).
6. Give them time to conduct their research and write their articles.
7. Make a compilation of all articles and have the students read them.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY PLANNING

Level: Secondary 3

Reflective sharing and integration of learning

POW-WOWS

Time: 20 minutes
Material:
- Compilation of articles
Conduct
Present the compilation of articles and give the students time to leaf through it.

Example of article:
Colourful cultural celebrations
Each year, the National Aboriginal Day is celebrated on June 21, at the summer solstice. Grand
celebrations are organised throughout the country to recognise and honour the culture of
First Nations, Inuit and Métis in Canada. Aboriginal artists, cultural activities, arts and crafts
exhibitions take center stage during this day of festivities. June 21st, the year’s longest day,
holds special significance for the First Peoples. This Day celebrating Aboriginal identity was
officially recognised 26 years ago.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY PLANNING

Level: Secondary 3

Creating a newspaper article
POW-WOWS

1. Topic: Pow-wows
2. Choose which aspects will be addressed in the article.
3. Conduct the research work.
4. Find a catchy title.
5. Write the article.
6. Review and edit the article.
7. Proof-read the article and type it on the computer.
8. Create a compilation containing all of the student’s articles.

Newspaper Article Writing Guide
1. First paragraph
In the first two sentences, specify who, what, when, where and why. Try to attract the reader’s
attention by beginning with a funny, clever, or surprising statement. Go for variety: begin your
article with a question or a provocative statement.
2. Second/third/fourth paragraph
Give the reader the details. Insert one or two quotes. Write in the third person (he, she, it, they).
Be objective (do not state your opinion). Use the quotes to express someone else’s opinions.
3. Last paragraph
Recap (do not use “in conclusion” or “last of all”). Try ending with a quote or a powerful phrase.

